
The Unified Development Code is progressing through the winter, with significant feedback and 

issues that have kept staff busy tracking down solutions to concerns that have been raised.  
Numerous meetings were held with the Advisory Committee since the Fall of 2009 to provide an 
extensive review of the comments that were submitted. 
 

Staff have been working to confirm details related to streamlining of processes with the Cityõs 
legal team.  As development-related questions come up, staff are also cross-checking from old 

code to new code to confirm consistency or to review changes that are incorporated into the 
UDC.  This exercise has helped to double-check the UDC and has aided in fine tuning the project.   
 

The next step is to wrap up all of the items on the ôto-doõ list, including comments and address-
ing concerns, and publish the ôStrikethrough Editionõ illustrating all proposed changes.  
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UPDATED SCHEDULE 

Fall 2009/Winter 2010:   
·Advisory Committee Meetings 

·Comment Review: Staff 

·Comment Review: Planning Commission 

·Draft Updated, Comments Incorporated 
 

Spring 2010:  
·Strikethrough Edition Published 

·Article 2 Review: City Council 

·Follow-up with Advisory Committee 

·Stakeholder & Public Meetings 

·Finalization of Adoption Edition 
 

Summer/Fall  2010:  

·UDC Adoption Edition Distributed 

·Council Work Sessions 

·Planning Commission Hearings 

·Formal Adoption Process 
* All dates are subject to change... 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.CHEYENNECITY.ORG/UDC OR CALL 637.6284 

Unified Development CodeUnified Development Code  

Comment Review Process: Over the past 10-months, the UDC has received considerable re-
view.  At least 12 sessions with the Advisory Committee generated significant comments for 

staff to review and evaluate.  After considering the comments and reviewing options for revis-
ing the code, staff presented every comment along with potential modifications to the Planning 
Commission for review over the course of  13 meetings.  With recommended modifications from 

Planning Commission, and additional review by a broad cross-section of City staff, the ôStrike-
through Editionõ is being proposed  for final consideration as a bridge between the June 2009 

Draft and the Adoption Edition, with changes illustrated. 
 

The Table below shows one page of comments, tracking the issue by code section, concern or 

issue, where the comment originated, a date, and a general staff response to the comment.  
Green boxes indicate where the comment resulted in changes to the UDC, yellow boxes indicate 
answers to questions that came in during the com-

ment period, and blue boxes indicate is-
sues that needed further research.  Over 700 comments were received & 

evaluated during the review of  the UDC 

Draft since last June. 

DID YOU KNOW? The new Neighborhood Residential Zone District 

legalizes new development patterns (like the multi-

family pictured above) and enables up to 12 differ-

ent housing types to be built, offering greater 

flexibility to meet changing market demands. 



Key Issues Review 
Last June, the City Council received the draft of the UDC and asked 
staff to work through as many issues as possible with the Advisory 
Committee, Planning Commission, and City staff, then return the UDC 
back for consideration.  During the Advisory Committee meetings, 
several issues were identified as ópilasterô issues because they rose to 
the top of the many considerations.  Highlighted below are several key 
issues and a brief description of the proposed modifications in the 
upcoming Strikethrough Edition.  It is expected that Council will provide 
some insight regarding the preferred direction these elements ulti-
mately take. 
 
Block Perimeters: 
Included in the UDC to prevent ómega-blocksô that inhibit good pedes-
trian & vehicular circulation.  Concerns rose from developers about 
additional costs if more street connections are required.  Proposed 
changes would allow for higher block perimeters if pedestrian cut-
throughs are provided mid-block, in addition to 5 other exemptions.   
 
Activity Centers: 
Initial concern was that references to Activity Centers would restrict 
development if strictly applied.  The goal is to ensure that commercial, 
employment, and daily needs of residents in higher density develop-
ment can be met in close proximity.  The proposed changes add more 
flexible language, specifying that proximity to an existing or future Ac-
tivity Center is one of many contextual considerations to be used in 
evaluating the appropriateness of a specific zone district request. 

 
Open Space: 
Specifying an amount of open space required within developments has 
been a key issue due to cost considerations.  The UDC treats open 
space as one of several basic óinfrastructureô facilities required to de-
velop in the City.  If these requirements are specified up-front, this can 
be considered in the initial cost analysis studies by a developer consid-
ering a purchase of land.  This may have an impact on the value of raw 
land as less of the gross property will be developable - similar to re-
quirements specifying road rights-of-way widths.  Additionally, a broad 
spectrum of options is provided to allow developers to decide how 
involved they want to be in designing the open space, from building 
everything (all fees reimbursed) to a fee-in-lieu which would exempt 
them from the entire requirement.  This section is still under review. 
 
Residential Lot AccessðDriveways: 
The UDC provides for a scaled approach to access based upon the 
width of the lot.  Generally, the wider the lot, the wider driveway is 
allowed.  In the LR and MR zones, the proposed changes would clarify 
our current standards in stating that a driveway access shall match the 
side building setback required in the district.  This issue is still some-
what problematic as it would allow driveways to dominate the front 
yard of a home built on a narrow lot.   
 
For more specific information, please review the Strikethrough Edition 
or contact staff. 

UPDATE 

Transparent Process: Recommended Changes 
A key concern during any long and complicated process is the transparency of 
how changes are made during the process.  The ñStrikethrough Editionò of the 
UDC provides specific changes resulting from comments received in óreal timeô 
on each page of the code.  The method allows reviewers to know exactly what 
changes are being proposed.  This is just one additional step City Staff have 
taken to allow this process to be open and visible to all participants.  To view the 
Strikethrough Edition or an updated Adoption Edition, visit our website. 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.CHEYENNECITY.ORG/UDC OR CALL 637.6284 


